
MINUTES OF BELLEVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MEETING 
HELD THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 2021 AT 7:00 A.M., 

BELLEVILLE VILLAGE HALL – 24 W. MAIN ST. 
 

MINUTES 
 

Members Present:  Nicole Brauer, Mike O’Connor, Melissa Francois, Marie Barry, Bronna Lehmann, Ryan Yakowicz, Geoff 

Wilbourn, Roger Hillebrand, Rick Francois, and Nate Perry.   Absent:  Scott Hayes and Gale Hellpap.  

 

A. Call Meeting to Order:  Chairperson Brauer called the meeting to order at 7:00 a.m.  
 

B. Approval of Minutes from February 11, 2021 
 

Mike O’Connor made a motion to approve the minutes from February 11, 2021.  Seconded by Rick Francois.  Motion 
passed. 
  

C. Acknowledgement of Visitors:  Judy Bacha, Becky Olson, Brian Wilson, Debra Kazmar,  and Pete Jopke. 
 

D. Improvements for River/Lake Access Discussion – Pete Jopke 
 

Becky Olson introduced Pete Jopke, Water Resources Planner for Dane County who had worked on a project to create 
a beach at Stewart Lake in Mount Horeb.  Pete proceeded to discuss the process for Stewart Lake and how it might 
apply to a similar project for Lake Belle View.  Considerations include stormwater issues, public access, parks issues, 
and water quality testing.  The total cost of adding the beach at Stewart Lake, with dredging and engineering costs, 
was approximately $80,000 - $100,000.  Ongoing maintenance for a beach will include adding sand every few years 
as well as weekly maintenance to rake and remove any detritus and turn over the sand to expose it to UV light for 
removing bacteria.   
 
Brian Wilson asked about possible grant or funding options for increasing water access.  Pete suggested checking with 
the Waterways Commission through DNR.  Dane County Parks are focusing grants on trail development currently.   
 
Becky Olson asked about liability from offering a beach and swimming access.  Pete responded that state statutes 
regarding recreational liability probably apply.  He believes that Stewart Lake has signs posted warning about no 
lifeguard.  Also, the beach was designed with a gradual slope as a safety consideration.   
 
Melissa Francois asked about who is responsible for ongoing maintenance costs at Stewart Lake.  Pete responded that 
Dane County pays for the maintenance there as it is a county park.   
 
Becky Olson asked about permitting requirements.  Pete responded that putting in a beach would be under state 
permitting and that anything put under the water line has to comply with state standards under Chapter 30 in the 
statutes.        

 
E. 2021 Project Goals – Action Item Discussion 
 

Brian Wilson mentioned that the EDC wanted to continue discussion at this meeting and possibly select a project to 
move forward.   

 
a. Promoting activities and businesses in Downtown 

i. CDA efforts to update wayfinding signs 
ii. Banners on Main St. 

 



Brian mentioned that downtown promotion was discussed previously and didn’t think that there was much to add there. 
 

b. Promoting activities for Community Park 
i. Improving water access 

ii. Creating events in the park 
 
For improving water access, Brian said that Pete had just described some of the pitfalls and considerations for beach 
improvements.  Even so, Brian thought that going back to some of the original plans for fishing pier and kayak launch 
locations such as on the Sugar River side of Community Park or south of the dam to look for other options for water access.   
 
Melissa Francois felt that the estimated cost for a beach was far less than she had anticipated.  She feels that EDC should 
look for funds or grants to add water access either through a beach or kayak launches or other ways.  She recognizes that 
the beach idea may have to be a longer term project if it fits in the comprehensive plan.   
 
Rick Francois commented that the triathlon brings in about 800 people each year and people in Madison look for good 
water to train in.   
 
Becky Olson mentioned that local businesses like Sugar River Outfitters are often asked to volunteer and support events, 
but she suggested that maybe we pay them to run two events or so per year such as a “Thursday Evening Paddle”.  She 
said that there may be recreation funding to explore options.   
 
Brian Wilson suggested that sponsoring an event at Community Park such as a paddle event could build synergy with other 
events coming up in the park this year.  This could be an event sponsored with the Chamber and have some other local 
businesses selling food so that people could come to the park, rent a canoe, and eat in the park.  Food vendors would fall 
under the Special Event Permit.  And if local businesses don’t want to participate then we can explore bringing in food 
trucks.   
 
Ryan Yakowicz suggested creating a subcommittee to discuss and plan new beach and kayak access, plan events, and tie 
in the Depot and trail along with downtown.  Brian Wilson agreed with the need for a subcommittee, but he felt that a 
paddle night event would be a quick win that doesn’t need to wait for a committee to plan it.  Bronna Lehman suggested 
that an event building community involvement and support will help in finding support for bigger dollar improvements to 
the lake.  
 
Marie Barry made a motion to create a subcommittee to create a weeknight, Summer Paddle in the Park Event.  
Seconded by Ryan Yakowicz.  Motion passed. 
 
Marie Barry, Melissa Francois, Ryan Yakowicz, and Becky Olson will form the subcommittee. 
 

c. Enhancing Badger State Trail access and events 
i. Improvements along trail 

ii. Depot development 
 
Due to time constraints, Brian Wilson said that CDA is considering an RFP process for development along the Badger State 
Trail corridor, but it may be good for EDC to discuss trail improvements desired through that process at the next meeting. 

 
F. Development Updates 

Bronna Lehmann shared that the new library will be opening to the public at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March 17, 2021.   

G. Other Business 

Marie Barry shared that she is helping to a plan a Seed Exchange that will be promoted on social media once it is approved 
by the Village Board. 

 



H. Set agenda for next meeting on April 8, 2021 

Have a report about the Paddle Night Event and continue discussion about improvements along the Badger Trail and 
about the Depot.   
   

I. Adjournment 
 
Motion was made by Melissa Francois to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Marie Barry.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairperson Brauer adjourned the meeting at 8:02 a.m. 
 


